
     

   
    

  

                 

               
 

           
           

               
        

                 
  

                

               
                 

                  
         

              

              

              
       

                 

               

              
           

                  

                  

               
 

               
                

                   
         

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, 
TOXVNSHIP OF UPPER; DISTRICT #l 

December 14, 2023 

A meetingof the Boardof Fire Commissionersof theTownship of Upper, District #1 was held on 

December14,2023at4:00p.m.attheStrathrnereVolunteerFire Company on Commonwealth Ave. in 
Strathmere, NJ. 

CommissionersKaren Mitchell; DonnaDiefenderfer, Joe Boland; Scoff Oliver and Eric Weeks 
were present.Also presentwas Cheryl Sayers CPA, Accountant and Recording Secretary. 

Themeetingwasopenedby Karen Mitchell, whoreadtheappropriate notice in accordance with the 
Open Public Meetings Act of  the State of New Jersey. 

As thefirst orderof business,theBoardreviewedandapprovedtheminutes of the prior meeting, held 
November 16, 2023. 

Mrs. Sayerspresentedthecurrentbills andchecksto besigned and distributed along with a financial 

report.TheBoardquestioneda checkto MarmoraFire Company as a reimbursement for foam. The 
Boardis concernedthatthefoammaybecarcinogenic.Prior toreleasing the check to the Marmora Fire 

Company,theBoardwill requestadditionalinformationbecausethey will not pay for the foam if it is in 
fact a carcinogenic. The remaining checks were accepted as presented. 

Mrs. SayerspresentedaTreasurer'sReport,includingareview of the Board's 2023 year-to-date actual 

incomeandexpensesrelativeto the budget. Theyear-to-dateactual expenses are well within the 

budgetedexpensesfor theyear. Additionalexpensesmayinclude suits for a boat for approximately 
$500 and radios for approximately $3,000 - $4,000. 

Mrs. Sayersnotedthatthismonth'smeetingis thatatwhichthe2024 Budget is adopted. Mrs. Sayers 

informedtheBoardthattheStateof NewJersey,Departmentof Community Affairs has approved the 

2024Budgetthatwassubmitted.After abrief discussion,the2024 Budget was unanimously adopted. 
Mrs. Sayers will submit the adopted budget to the appropriate state agency. 

TheBoardmadea motionto passa resolutionto adopta temporary budget to provide for the period 

betweenthebeginningof thefiscalyear,Januaiy1, 2024,and the adoption of the budget by the legal 

votersof the fire district,which electionis scheduledfor February 17, 2024. The resolution was 
unanimously approved. 

TheBoardreviewedthedatesfor meetingsfor 2024.Theannualelections are scheduled for February 

17, 2024;andthe meetingsarescheduledfor March21, 2024;June 20, 2024; October 17, 2024; 

November21,2024;andDecember19,2024.All meetingswill beginat 4:00 pm and will be held at the 
StrathmereVolunteer Fire Company on Commonwealth Ave. in Strathmere, NJ. 



     

   

    

  

             
               

                
           

               
            

                

              
                 
     

              
             

                 
               

                  

              

   

     

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS, 

TOWNSHIP OF UPPER; DISTRICT #1 

December 14, 2023 
(continued) 

The Board discussed a recent ruling in Cape May County regarding advertising public notices. 
According to the ruling, the Atlantic City Press does not satisfy the publication requirements because the 
paper is not published in Cape May County. Therefore, going forward, the Board will publish its' legal 
notices in the Ocean City Sentinel and the Cape May County Herald. 

Cheryl Sayers presented a proposal for accounting services for 2024, which will be provided by her 
accounting firm, Cheryl Sayers PC. Board the andCPA, The reviewed proposal unanimously 
approved a motion to retain the accounting services of Cheryl Sayers CPA, PC for the 2024 calendar 
year. 

Scoff Oliver presented the Chief's report. The volunteer fire company responded to more calls than 
ever 'iis paS'c year. Appreximateiy 70% of the calls were -uiedical in nature and 15% were water re1ated. 
None of the calls were fire-related. 

Mrs. Sayers reminded the Commission that the term for one cornrnissioner will expire in February, 
2024, that being the position currently held by Donna Dierfenderfer. Mrs. Dierfenderfer intends to 
run for another term. The elections are scheduled for Saturday, February 1 7'h from 2:00 p.m. until 9:00 
p.m. at the Dr. Rita C. Schiavo Memorial Library located at 801 Commonwealth Ave. in Strathmere. 

Mrs. Sayers reminded the Board that the next meeting will be held on March 21, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. 

There being no further business for the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Approved and Submitted, 

A 
A,rco Secretary Mitchell, 

,'A,
ID. Say g Karen Chairman 


