
UPPER TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 10, 2013 
 

The annual Reorganization meeting of the Upper Township Zoning Board of Adjustment 
was held at the Township Hall, 2100 Tuckahoe Road, Petersburg, New Jersey at 7:30 
p.m.  
 
SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
SALUTE TO THE FLAG 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:  Christopher Phifer, Andrew Shawl, Matthew Unsworth, Lynn Petrozza, Hobart 
Young, Susan Adelizzi-Schmidt and Paul Casaccio. 
 
Absent:  Jeffrey Pierson, Joseph Healy, Alistair Lihou and Brian McCoy. 
 
Also in attendance were Dean Marcolongo, Board Solicitor; Paul Dietrich, Board 
Engineer; Shelley Lea, Board Secretary and Zoning Officer. 
 
OFFICIAL BOARD MEMBER OATH 
 
REORGANIZATION 
 
Mr. Unsworth nominated Paul Casaccio as Chair and Mr. Shawl seconded.  The 
nominations were closed.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, Unsworth, Petrozza, Young and 
Adelizzi-Schmidt. 
PAUL CASACCIO ELECTED CHAIR FOR 2013 
 
Mr. Young nominated Matthew Unsworth as Vice Chair and Ms. Adelizzi-Schmidt 
seconded.  The nominations were closed.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, Petrozza, Young, 
Adelizzi-Schmidt and Casaccio. 
MATTHEW UNSWORTH ELECTED VICE CHAIR FOR 2013 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Shawl and seconded by Mr. Young to nominate Dean 
Marcolongo as Board Solicitor.  The nominations were closed.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, 
Unsworth, Petrozza, Young, Schmidt and Casaccio. 
DEAN MARCOLONGO NOMINATED AS BOARD SOLICITOR FOR 2013 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Unsworth and seconded by Ms. Petrozza to nominate Paul 
Dietrich as Board Engineer.  The nominations were closed.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, 
Unsworth, Petrozza, Young, Adelizzi-Schmidt and Casaccio.  
PAUL DIETRICH NOMINATED AS BOARD ENGINEER FOR 2013 
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A motion was made by Shawl and seconded by Mr. Young to nominate Shelley Lea as 
Board Secretary.  The nominations were closed.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, Unsworth, 
Petrozza, Young, Adelizzi-Schmidt and Casaccio.   
SHELLEY LEA NOMINATED AS BOARD SECRETARY FOR 2013 
 
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER  
A motion was made by Mr. Shawl and seconded by Ms. Petrozza to use the Atlantic City 
Press as the official newspaper.  In favor:  Phifer, Shawl, Unsworth, Petrozza, Young, 
Schmidt and Casaccio. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Mr. Dietrich stated that FEMA has announced the new base flood elevations and the 
Township Committee have asked the Planning Board to look at grandfathering the 
criteria for raising homes in Strathmere.  FEMA is raising the flood elevations in 
Strathmere and some sections on the mainland by 2 to 4 ft.  Given the number of homes 
that could be impacted, the Township Committee feels it would be appropriate to 
grandfather existing houses with setback issues so that those homes could be raised 
without going before the zoning board.  This is to raise the home only and does not 
include any additions to the footprint with the exception of stairs.   
 
Mr. Dietrich will be doing an analysis to determine if the ordinance should be amended in 
regards to the height of the structures to get them above the flood elevation.   He 
discussed the Bigger Waters Act adopted by Congress that reforms the flood insurance 
program.  He explained to the Board how this program works.  Because insurance 
premiums will go up substantially, many home owners will be raising their houses to 
comply with the flood elevations.     
 
Solicitor Marcolongo is looking into whether non-conforming uses such as duplexes 
could also be grandfathered.  Mr. Young stated that he does not think that non-
conforming uses should be grandfathered. He also believes the owner should come before 
the board if they exceed the height limit.   
 
BILLS 
A motion to pay the bills was made by Mr. Unsworth, seconded by Mr. Shawl, and 
approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Shawl.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:58 p.m. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Shelley Lea 
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