
 
Strathmere Volunteer Fire Company 

PO Box 71 Strathmere, NJ 08240 
 
March 11, 2013 
 
Dear friends and neighbors, 
 
Saturday morning’s call came in around 6:00 AM, and woke most of us from a 
deep sleep. “Station 9 Strathmere: respond,” the dispatcher cut through the 
static. “Structure fire, Taylor Avenue.” Within four minutes, nine Strathmere 
volunteers – men and women – were on the scene, slogging through 30” of tidal 
flooding to fight a blaze that would ultimately claim most of someone’s home.  
 

Three incidents, two with terrible damages 
 
The Taylor Avenue fire was the second in as many days, and the third within in 
a week. On Friday, March 8, the flames began in the mechanical room of a home 
on Commonwealth Avenue. The company controlled the fire to the first floor, 
limiting the damage, and rescued the family dog. But the home is uninhabitable, 
and the repair costs could be in the tens of thousands.  
 

   
On Commonwealth Avenue, flames shoot from one of the oldest buildings in Strathmere. 
Strathmere volunteers, with help from Ocean City, Sea Isle City and Marmora, 
contained the fire to the first floor. 
 



Earlier in the week a call came in with no time to spare. Our volunteers 
responded and found a smoldering heater in a home on Whittier. It was a house 
fire in the making, and if not caught as early as it was, it could have consumed 
the entire home. 
 

In the aftermath of Sandy, be pro-active against fire 
 
We’re afraid we could see more of these events in Strathmere and Whale Beach. 
In the wake of Sandy, we urge you to be vigilant about the wiring in your home. 
So many houses took some water during the storm. These are the perfect 
conditions for mold and other corrosive agents to ruin electrical systems and 
appliance motors, and set the stage for disaster.  
 
Please have an electrician check your wiring and electrical boxes. Call a plumber 
to check your gas connection and your HVAC system. Ask an appliance expert 
to check your refrigerator and dishwasher – any appliance with a motor. And 
check your own smoke detectors to make sure they’ve got fresh batteries. 
 
Yes, it’s a pain in the butt. Too often some of the worst effects of a storm aren’t 
felt until months later. This is the aftermath of a natural disaster like Sandy. So 
please, ask a pro to give your home a good look. We don’t want to show up at 
your house with our sirens blaring some early morning.   
 
Thank you and stay safe, 
 
Your friends in the Strathmere Volunteer Fire Company 
 

   
Fortunately, no one was hurt in either blaze this weekend. The family dog was rescued 
from a smoke-filled second floor in the Commonwealth Avenue home. On Taylor Avenue 
(right), much of the home was destroyed. We fear more of these to come due to wires, 
heaters and appliances damaged in Sandy’s floodwaters. Please check your homes! 
 

Thank you for your continued support of The Strathmere Volunteer Fire Company. 


